
descendit ad inferos 
“The Harrowing of Hades” 

Sample Texts 
 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell (descendit ad inferos) 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven… 

 
– The Apostles Creed 
 

 
 

So the Lord God said to the serpent,  
“Because you have done this, 
  cursed are you above all livestock 
    and all wild animals! 
You will crawl on your belly 
    and you will eat dust 
    all the days of your life. 



And I will put enmity 
    between you and the woman, 
    and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crus your head, 
    and you will strike his heel.” 
– Genesis 3:14-15 (NIV) 

 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors;  
   and the King of glory shall come in. 
     Who is this King of glory?  
The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. 
Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors;  
   and the King of glory shall come in. 
     Who is this King of glory?  
The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory. Selah.  
– Psalm 24:7-10 
  
 
“For he shatters the doors of bronze and cuts in two the bars of iron.”  
– Psalm 107:16 (ESV) 
 
 
I shall ransom them from the power of Sheol;  
   I shall redeem them from Death.  
O Death, where are your plagues?  
O Sheol, where is your sting?  
   Compassion is hidden from my eyes.  
– Hosea 13:14 (ESV) 
 

 
Because of the covenant I made with you, sealed with blood,  
I will free your prisoners from death in a waterless dungeon.  
– Zechariah 9:11 (NLT) 
 
 
“For who is powerful enough to enter the house of a strong man and plunder his 
goods? Only someone even stronger—someone who could tie him up and then 
plunder his house”  
– Matthew 12:29 (NLT) 

 
 

“When he ascended on high, 
    he took many captives 
    and gave gifts to his people.”  



(What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly 
regions? He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the 
heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) 
– Ephesians 4:8-10 (NIV) 

 
 

Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He never sinned, but he died for sinners 
to bring you safely home to God. He suffered physical death, but he was raised to life 
in the Spirit.  
So he went and preached to the spirits in prison—those who disobeyed God long ago 
when God waited patiently while Noah was building his boat.  
– 1 Peter 3:19-20 

 
 

That is why the Good News was preached to those who are now dead[b]—so although they 

were destined to die like all people,[c] they now live forever with God in the Spirit.  
– 1 Peter 4:6 (NLT) 
 
 
Who is my opponent? I, he says, am the Christ. I am the one who destroyed death, 
and triumphed over the enemy, and trampled Hades under foot, and bound the 
strong one, and carried off man to the heights of heaven, I, he says, am the Christ. 
 
Therefore, come, all families of men, you who have been befouled with sins, and 
receive forgiveness for your sins. I am your forgiveness, I am the passover of your 
salvation, I am the lamb which was sacrificed for you, I am your ransom, I am your 
light, I am your saviour, I am your resurrection, I am your king, I am leading you up to 
the heights of heaven, I will show you the eternal Father, I will raise you up by my 
right hand. 
 
– Mileto of Sardis, On Pascha (circa 165) 

 
 
13 Then was there a great voice, as of the sound of thunder, saying,  
Lift up your gates, O princes; and be ye lifted up, ye gates of hell, and the  
King of Glory will enter in.  
 
14 The prince of hell perceiving the same voice repeated, cried out,  
as though he had been ignorant, Who is that King of Glory?  
 
15 David replied to the prince of hell, and said, I understand the  
words of that voice, because I spake them in his spirit.  
And now, as I have before said, I say unto thee,  
the Lord strong and powerful, the Lord mighty in battle:  
he is the King of Glory,  
and he is the Lord in heaven and in earth.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+4&version=NLT#fen-NLT-30413b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+4&version=NLT#fen-NLT-30413c
http://www.kerux.com/doc/0401A1.asp


16 He hath looked down to hear the groans of the prisoners,  
and to set loose those that are appointed to death.  
 
17 And now, thou filthy and stinking prince of hell,  
open thy gates, that the King of Glory may enter in;  
for he is the Lord of heaven and earth.  
 
18 While David was saying this,  
the mighty Lord appeared in the form of a man,  
and enlightened those places  
which had ever before been in darkness.  
 
19 And broke asunder the fetters which before could not be broken;  
and with his invincible power visited those who sate in the deep darkness  
by iniquity, and the shadow of death by sin.  
 
1 Death and the devils in great horror at Christ’s coming.  
He tramples on death, seizes the prince of hell,  
and takes Adam with him to Heaven. 
– Gospel of Nicodemus ch. 16-17 (4th century) 

 

 
 
He that was taken by death has annihilated it! 
He descended into Hades and took Hades captive! 
He embittered it when it tasted His flesh!  
And anticipating this, Isaiah exclaimed:  
    "Hades was embittered when it encountered Thee in the lower regions". 
It was embittered, for it was abolished! 
It was embittered, for it was mocked! 
It was embittered, for it was purged!  

https://archive.org/stream/pdfy-5lijplxCkA4qdCgY/The+Gospel+Of+Nicodemus_djvu.txt


It was embittered, for it was despoiled!  
It was embittered, for it was bound in chains! 
It took a body and came upon God! 
It took earth and encountered Ηeaven! 
It took what it saw but crumbled before what it had not seen! 

 
“O death, where is thy sting? 
O Hades, where is thy victory?” 
 

Christ is risen, and you are overthrown!  
Christ is risen, and the demons are fallen! 
Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice! 
Christ is risen, and life reigns! 
Christ is risen, and not one dead remains in a tomb! 
For Christ, being raised from the dead,  
has become the First-fruits of them that have slept. 
To Him be glory and might unto the ages of ages. Amen. 
– John Chrysostom’s Paschal Homily (4th century) 

 
 

“I was still new to this estate of tears 
When a Mighty One descended here among us 
crowned with the sign of His victorious years ...” 
– Dante, Inferno 4.51-53 (13th-14th century)  
 

 
 
When the wood of Thy Cross was set up, O Christ our Lord, the foundations of death 
were shaken! Hell swallowed Thee eagerly, but it let Thee go with trembling! Thou 
hast shown us Thy salvation, O holy One, and we glorify Thee. O Son of God//have 
mercy on us!  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paschal_Homily
http://palimpsest.stmarytx.edu/thanneken/th7391/primary/DanteCiardi(1300)Inferno-Canto4.pdf


When the Sun and Word of God set upon the Cross, the sky was darkened,  
unable to endure its own light. The earth quaked and the rocks were split; the curtain 
of the temple was torn in two. The graves were opened and the dead arose. Hell 
surrendered those held below: the devils were defeated, and for all mankind sleep 
took the place of death!  
 
O Mother, do not mourn for Me, as thou beholdest upon the Cross thy Son  
and God, Who hung the formless earth upon the waters, and fashioned all creation, 
for I shall rise again and shall be glorified, destroying the power of the kingdom of 
hell, and crushing its strength! I shall release from its wickedness those in held there!  
– Hymns of the Octoechos (6th-9th century) 
 
 
Again the light commanded them to unlock, and Lucifer answered, "Who is this? 
What lord are you?" Swiftly the light replied: "The king of glory; the Lord of might and 
main and all manner of virtues; the Lord of power. Dukes of this dim place, undo 
these gates at once, that Christ may come in, the King of heaven's Son!"  
 
And with that breath hell broke open, and Belial's bars; in despite of any guard or 
watchman, the gates opened wide. Patriarchs and prophets, the people in darkness, 
sang St John's song: 'Behold the Lamb of God!' Lucifer could not look, he was so 
blinded by light.  
–The Pier’s Plowsman (14th century)  
 

 
 

https://sspeterpaul.weebly.com/uploads/4/5/3/1/4531869/the_octoechos_week_days.pdf
https://aclerkofoxford.blogspot.com/2014/04/the-light-that-leapt-out-of-thee-piers.html

